
Congratulations to the Class of 2020! To help ensure graduation day is a memorable one for the 
Class of 2020 and their families, Newport News Public Schools has prepared this important guide.  

Modified Commencement 
Each high school will host a modified commencement ceremony at Todd Stadium the week of June 
15, 2020 at the date and time noted below. In case of extensive rain, the ceremony will be 
rescheduled to the week of June 22. If a postponement is necessary, families will be notified by 
phone, email and social media. Families may also stay informed by calling the NNPS Information 
Line (757-283-7810). 

The opening program will feature recorded greetings from the Superintendent, School Principal, the 
Senior Class President or other class representative, the Valedictorian and Salutatorian, and will 
broadcast and stream 30 minutes before the beginning of the first graduate processional. The 
opening programs and commencement ceremonies may be viewed on NNPS-TV (Cox channel 47 in 
Newport News and Verizon fios channel 17), youtube.com/nnpstelecom, nnpstv.com, ROKU and 
Apple TV. 

Graduation Ceremony Schedule 

Achievable Dream High School Friday, June 19 beginning at 10 a.m. 
Rain date: Friday, June 26 at 10 a.m. 
Opening program airs at 9:30 a.m. 

Denbigh High School Thursday, June 18 beginning at 10 a.m. 
Rain date: Thursday, June 25 at 10 a.m. 
Opening program airs at 9:30 a.m. 

Heritage High School Friday, June 19 beginning at 12 p.m. 
Rain date: Friday, June 26 at 12 p.m. 
Opening program airs at 11:30 a.m. 

Menchville High School Monday, June 15 beginning at 10 a.m. 
Rain date: Monday, June 22 at 10 a.m. 
Opening program airs at 9:30 a.m. 

Warwick High School Tuesday, June 16 beginning at 10 a.m. 
Rain date: Tuesday, June 23 at 10 a.m. 
Opening program airs at 9:30 a.m. 

Woodside High School Wednesday, June 17 beginning at 10 a.m. 
Rain date: Wednesday, June 24 at 10 a.m. 
Opening program airs at 9:30 a.m. 
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Graduates and their guests are asked to arrive at Todd Stadium in the same vehicle at the time 
indicated on the graduate’s vehicle ticket. While there is no limit to the number of guests in the 
vehicle, all occupants must adhere to all passenger safety laws including the use of seatbelts and child 
restraints. 
 
Upon arrival, graduation ceremony staff will direct drivers to a specific location to check in. At the 
conclusion of check in, the driver will be directed to a location to park the vehicle. When directed to 
do so, all occupants of the vehicle, including the graduate, will exit the vehicle and enter the 
processional line up. It is important that all graduates and guests follow the directions of NNPS staff 
and maintain a six-foot distance from other groups of participants. 
 
Family members and guests will be directed to proceed to the guest area in front of the stage. 
Accommodations will be available for guests who may need to be seated during this period.   
 
As the graduate’s name is announced over the public address system, the graduate will cross the 
stage, and pick up his/her diploma prior to rejoining their family and proceeding out of the stadium.  
 
Graduate Attire 
Though outside, commencement is a formal academic occasion, graduates must wear their cap and 
gown (and school division issued stoles and cords) to participate in the ceremony. Decorated caps are 
not allowed. Because this is an outdoor ceremony and it will be warm, please dress appropriately. 
While there is no specific dress code, graduates are asked to avoid wearing denim or jeans.  
 
NNPS encourages all graduates and guests to wear face coverings or masks upon exiting their 
vehicles. Graduates may remove their face coverings before crossing the stage.    
 
Reporting Time 
Graduates and guests shall arrive together in one vehicle at the time indicated on the graduate’s 
vehicle ticket to ensure social distancing and gathering protocols. 
 
Photographs 
A professional photographer will take a picture of the graduates as they walk across the stage. All 
graduates will receive a free 5”x7” commemorative photo. In addition, the photo will be available for 
download for free about two weeks after the graduation ceremony. Graduates and families will 
receive information about accessing the pictures about two weeks after the ceremony via email and 
phone. 
 
Safety is Paramount 
The commencement exercise is a formal academic ceremony. Our graduates have worked hard for 
this day, and NNPS leaders are committed to hosting a memorable occasion. To ensure the safety and 
well-being of all involved, a first aid/nurses’ station will be onsite, and water stations will be available. 
In addition, special accommodations will be provided to assist guests with special needs.  
 
For more information, visit www.nnschools.org/graduation. 

http://www.nnschools.org/graduation

